THE 


CHARACTER 


Trae Proteſtant. 


E is one that profeſſeth the Doctrine and Diſcipline 
of the Church of England, as it is Eſtabliſhed by the 


Laws of the Kingdom, and profeſleth againſt the 
Contrary. He ſticks to the Proteſtation of Ausburge. from 
whence he had his Name : He loves the Unty of the Church 
fo, that he endeavours next her Verity in Faith, her Unity 
and Conformity in Diſcipline with that Church, not daring 
to broach any new Opinion, nor preach them to diſturb the 
Peace of his Aged Mother ! Private Interpretations of Scrip- 
ture he approves not ; but fabmits his own, and maintains 
none againft the received and approved Doctrine of the 
Church, whereof he 1s a Member. He thinks that Evange- 
lical Counſel is to be obſerved, and that all things muſt be 
done in Order and Decency : He awns the King to be the 
Head of the Church, as it 1s Perfonall, and hath Sworn him 
Gods Deputy in Government, and truſted with the Sword, 
which he muſt not bear in vain : He dares not queſtion his 
Authority, who is only antwerable to God ; but in his 
Heart, honour him, as Gods Vice-gerent j and knows, that 
to reſiſt his Power, 1s to reſiſt him that gave it ; and though 
the Penalty be Damnation, yet he fears not for that 10 
much as the Offence given, to God who gave that Power : 
He Confeſleth an Obligation to Gods Moral Laws,and Man's 
Judicial ; and that there muſt be Obedience Active, as well 
as Paſlive, to the One, and the Other : He knows Chriſt's Spi« 
ritual Kingdom oppolſeth not the Temporal C um and Pow- 
er of Kings ; but Ceſur muſt have his Tribute ( he Badge of 
Conqueſt) as God muſt have his in th Actnow —— 
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his Protection ; and dare call his Soveraign, the Anointed of 
- God, finee God called Cyrus an Heathen 16 ; not ior the EHo- 
' Jinets of External Unction;- but the interaal Character of 
Supream Power. So he can make a difterence between T7) Jpes 
and Metaphors ; the One being 1n Perſons, tl. Other tn Werds, 
He conceives Paſſive Obedierice always due to the King, 
where Active cannot be pertormed with a Good Contcicnce. 
He believes Faith alone: cannot juſtify, without Works ; 
- but both together ;, the Firſt befare God, the S-cond betore 
Man. He believes God rewards above Merit ; yet that there 
1s difierence in Glory, and Reward, though all have Ful- 
nets: Traditions and Ceremonies he reverences, as they 
are Anrtiquites, and ſtream from the Spring ot Original Pu- 
rity, not to the neceſlity of Dottrine, but Ditcipline. He 
deteſteth Parity in Church or Common-wealth, as tending 
to Anarchy. He dares not Swear again{t his Conſcience, nor 
vow Implicite Obedience to occaſional Ordinances. He 
thinks no Authority but the ſame, or greater than that to 
whom he hath made a Judicial Vow, can difannul it : He 1s 
Loyal, for Conſcience lake, to his Soveraign ; C haritable, 
for Gods lake, to his Neighbour ; and dares 0t + do that un- 
to another, he cannot be contened thould bo done unto hiumm- 
{elf ; muchlets rob his Soveraign ot his Birth-Rigiit, or 
deface Gods CharaQter. He thinks Dizi 9s dijejits, belongs 
Supreamly to his Soveraign, Minilſterially to his Subjects : 
He dares not diſtinguith betwixt the King, and his Perſon ; 
but thinks thole that dare be 1o bold, derive their Logick 
with the 7eſwits, trom Hell. His Heart thinks no Difloyal 
thought, muchlets dares he ſpeak a Word to leſſen the Re- 
verencedue to Majeſty ; not tor tear of Puniſhment, but 
the Sin. In a word, he 1s One that dare 1n his Princes Juſt 
quarrel, meet Death with cheartulnels, as David met Goli- 
ih, or as Daniel went into the Lyons Den; and can 1erve his 
Gs 4, his King, and Country, without Fear of Enemies ; and 
with chear tulnnels, can {ing his Nunc Dinitte, as Simeon did 
with his Chri$t in his Arms. And this alone 1s your True Pro- 


teltant, 
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